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not soon or easily be brought again together, our advice and
counsel is, that the governor shall secretly and suddenly, in any
wise, send a good band of his men to Stirling, and either there
to take him and bring him to the castle of Edinburgh, or at the
least to drive him over the water, and then to set such an assured
order for the safe keeping of the bridge, as neither the Queen shall
be conveyed away, though the barons having the keeping of her
would consent thereunto at the said Cardinal's request and desire,
ne that the Cardinal, or any of his complices, be permitted to
pass the bridge, or that any of them on this side do resort to him,
but at the governor's will and pleasure.

But it was too late. By September Arran was regent in
name only: all the fortified holds in the country were in the,
Cardinal's keeping: and the real power had been vested in a
Council, composed largely of the clergy favourable to French
interests, and dominated by Mary of Lorraine and the Cardinal,
To Arran Henry protested in dignified terms.

xxm.To THE EARL OF ARKAN

By the King
HENRY R.                                                       [Oct. 27, 1543.]

Sithence the arrival here of this bearer sent from you unto

us, while you occupied the place of governor there, to be here

in place of an ambassador from that realm, we have heard that

you, author of his message, forgetting your duty to that realm,

your honour and estimation to the world, and your private and

secret promises unto us, have revolted unto your adverse party,

submitted yourself to the government of your enemies, and

surrendered the state, which, you bare us in hand, was given

you by parliament; which well appeareth by that, as, when the

cardinal, your new reconciled friend, in the presence of our

ambassador, plainly affirmed in your own hearing, that our

covenants, passed with Scotland, were passed by private author^

ity: in which few words, you, holding your peace without airj?

denial, seemed to consent to the same, and suffered yourself nd

only to be accused of untruth to that realm, and also to us, tg